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On Sept. 16 the Panamanian government ordered Lucia Newman, correspondent for Cable News
Network (CNN), to leave the country "as soon as possible." In a telephone interview from Panama
with the Washington Post, Newman said an Interior Ministry official told her at midday her visa and
press credentials were revoked. She said he warned she could face "abuse and humiliation" if she
stayed. Newman is the second US reporter to be ordered out of Panama during a three-month-old
political crisis. Reuter correspondent Tom Brown was expelled in July. Noriega also closed down all
local opposition media.
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